
So we now
have a barn
cat on patrol
It’s been a few years since we

had a four-legged pet around
the farm. 
Without thinking of the care

involved, the kids and I occa-
sionally have
talked about get-
ting a dog; how-
ever, reality sets
in and we all
agree we’re not
home enough to
provide the
proper care and
attention for an
animal.
To comfort the

kids, we’ve told
them that we
have some natu-
ral, wild animals (and I’m not
referring to the kids, though we
all know sometimes they have
animalistic tendencies like
being nocturnal and grazing in
the middle of the night). Living
in the country offers an oppor-
tunity to claim wild farm crit-
ters at pets, and the win-win is
that they require little to no at-
tention.
We have deer that frequent

the lawn, a newborn even grew
up under one of the shrubs
near the house and preferred
the tender grass from our yard
to that in the fields each morn-
ing at dawn.
We’ve gotten plenty of opos-

sums and raccoons – the latter
of which repeatedly made mid-
night snacks out of freshly-
planted flowers on the front
porch one spring to the extent
that they were humanely relo-
cated.
We could even make the argu-

ment that the groundhog that
stands on its back legs in fear
and makes an appearance when
we least expect can be claimed
as a pet, as elusive as it may be.
And then recently we got a

cat. Well, sort of. And talk about
elusive.
Out of a desire to eradicate

the mouse population and scare
away some resident squirrels
from the barn, our son had or-
ders one recent winter day to
get two mousers from the ani-
mal shelter and bring them to
the barn. We needed a cat to do
some mousing, which I say is a
verb despite my sister’s dissat-
isfaction of labeling it that part
of speech. 
And as quickly as the cats

were let out of the crate, they
were gone. For nearly a week
the only thing we caught enjoy-
ing the cat food we put out was
an opossum. 
Then suddenly there were

rare cat sitings. Way out in the
field, it would be stalking for
lunch. Or in the afternoon it
might be seen creeping around
the pond bank. It’s either too
scared of being captured again
and being dumped 10 more
miles down the road or simply
prefers to live in solitude as a
recluse. Only one of them ap-
pears to have survived – or
stayed – since being relocated.
We’ve decided it might be the

perfect pet after all. It doesn’t
whine to come inside. Instead
seems perfectly happy with its
warm bed of straw out of the
weather. It’s fairly easy to take
care of, someone just takes a
turn to feed it but never lays
eyes on the feline during a trek
to the barn.
Every day we ask, “has any-

one seen the cat?” And just
when we think it might have
gone away, someone gets a
glimpse of it as we’re coming or
going down the driveway.
It’s basically a game to see if

we see the cat. Some people
eagle watch. We try to spy a
tabby. 
It may not be ideal, but it is

working out okay. Time will tell
if it’s a good mouser.

SEWER ISSUE WILL REQUIRE
“REAL HARD DISCUSSION”
City leaders are “Going to have to

have a real hard discussion” about
what do with regard to an adminis-
trative order from the state to solve
its sewer problems, as bids to build
a new plant are much higher than
expected. Ledford spoke for several
minutes about the matter and tried
to answer questions posed by
council members last week during
the regular meeting of the city
council. City Administrator Adam
Ledford told the council he was
scheduled to meet with engineers
about options, and that the council
will likely be called into special
session later this month to further
explore them. When designed
about four years ago, a cost esti-
mate for a proposed new sewer
plant was $11.5 million. Last
month’s bids ranged from $13.6
million to $19.3 million. Construc-
tion on the plant is expected to
begin in late spring or early sum-
mer. Local customers have been
paying higher rates for about two
years to help fund the project,
which will be financed with a 30-
year bond. Ledford said the meet-
ing with engineers planned for this
week was postponed due to
weather.

help for Non-profit
Staffs hurt by covid 

Help is available for non-profit
organizations that can demonstrate
that COVID-19 prompted them to
trim payrolls or reduce staff. The
West Kentucky Workforce Board is
offering assistance to eligible
groups by offering temporary
staffing, covering workers’ wages
and compensation during their em-
ployment period. “This program is
open to government agencies as
well as private non-profits as long
as the organization can show that
staffing was reduced due to
COVID,” said Amanda Davenport,
executive director of the Lake
Barkley Partnership of which Crit-
tenden County is a member. For
more information, contact Daven-
port at 270-385-0070.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Friends of the Crittenden

County Public Library will meet at 6
p.m., Thursday. The meeting will
be held in person, weather permit-
ting, at the library, and also acces-
sible by Zoom. Call the library for a
link. Fundraising opportunities for
spring will be discussed.

•Crittenden County Elementary
School Site-Based, Decision-Mak-
ing Council will meet at 4 p.m.,
Tuesday in the school library.

•Crittenden Board of Education
will meet at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday at
Rocket Arena Conference Room.
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STAFF REPORT
After sizing things up, there is renewed

hope that Crittenden County’s proposed
new justice center can be downtown.
Perhaps even more compelling is that

some of the preliminary designs are taking
into account historic features from one of
the town’s earlier courthouses.
The six-member Justice Center Project

Development Board met last week and
chose architectural firm Sherman Carter
Barnhart of Paducah to develop plans for
the projected $12 million facility. Funding
for the project was announced about 10
months ago, yet it could be another two
years or more before the facility is done.
One thing that’s almost certain is that

county government offices that exist in the
courthouse now – such as sheriff, judge-
executive, county clerk and property valu-
ation administrator – will be elsewhere.
Current plans are to move county offices
to Industrial Park South where they will
renovate and occupy Marion Ed-Tech Cen-
ter.
Crittenden County Judge-Executive

Perry Newcom said the project committee
and many others in the community have
indicated a strong desire to keep the judi-
cial center in the middle of town where the

courthouse has historically been located.
District, circuit and family courts and

the circuit clerk’s offices would be located
in the new judicial center. It would have
secure parking areas and entrances for
judges and defendants being transported
to court from a jail, including what’s com-
monly called a sally port for vehicles.
Early in the process of developing plans

for the new courthouse, it was believed
that the court square would not provide
adequate space for all of the modern needs
of a new judicial center. That has changed,
Newcom said. The building will fit.
While it’s a bit premature to release any

renderings or blueprints of the planned ju-
dicial center, Newcom confirmed that de-
signers are trying to incorporate features
into the new justice center from a court-
house and jail that were torn down more
than 60 years ago.
Local historian Brenda Underdown

praised the possibility of it being fashioned
after the courthouse that was built in
1871 and stood in the center of town for
90 years. 
“I think it would be just wonderful. Look

what Livingston did with theirs to make it 

See DESIGN/page 3

The old courthouse was razed in 1960 to make room for the current one. 

Sizing it up
Latest plans signal judicial
center could stay downtown

STAFF REPORT
Eagle Scouts tend to have

personalities suited to blazing
new trails, but for two local
young men, the Scouting path
was well established in front
of them.
Still, Jordan Urbanowski

and Paul Combs have put
their own stitches into their
Eagle badges.
At 16, Combs is one of the

youngest members of Mar-
ion’s Troop 2020 to achieve
the rank. He and Urbanowski,
18, are both legacy Scouts.
Urbanowski has two brothers
who earned Eagle badges be-
fore him and Combs’ oldest
sibling was an Eagle. Their
parents are also Scouting
leaders, so the passage from
Cub to Eagle was almost al-
ways illuminated for the two.
Urbanowski’s Eagle project

will create comfort for men
and women on life sojourns
for the years to come. He built
beds that are located inside

the Marion United Methodist
Church, which is an official
overnight stop for weary bik-
ers on the TransAmerica Bike
Trail that runs through Mar-
ion. 
He has been involved in

Scouting since before he was
old enough to join. His
mother, Sandy, is a longtime
troop leader and his older
brothers, Jake and Josh,
were involved with the local
organization, so he was a tag-
along at earliest memory.
“I guess I was about five or

younger. I always went along
and went on the camping
trips,” he said.
“Scouting helped me to get

out of my comfort zone and
learn how to communicate
with people. Because of that I
can make friends with any-
one, anywhere,” said Ur-
banowski who counts the
public speaking badge as the 

See EAGLES/page 2

Paul Combs

Urbanowski

FAMILY TRADITIONS
Latest Eagles got bearings from roots 

STAFF REPORT
A local facilities plan that

includes construction of a
new high school was tabled
by the Crittenden County
Board of Education Feb. 9. 
Officials want to bridge

the gap between the size of
school the state says Crit-
tenden County needs and
what local officials say is
necessary before they initi-
ate an estimated $13.6 mil-
lion construction project.
New construction doesn’t

happen in the Crittenden
County School District very
often; in fact, the impetus
for this project is getting
kids moved out of a middle
school, which was built in
1949.
Local boards of education

are required to approve a
Local Facilities Plan every
four years and send it to
the Kentucky Department
of Education. Last fall the
local LPC, comprised of
teachers, parents and com-

munity members, approved
a plan that calls for a new
high school and moving 5-
8 grades into the existing
high school
However the first draft of

the plan was rejected by
the state because it says
fewer classrooms are
needed at the high school
based on 2018 enrollment
data and University of
Louisville projections for 

See SCHOOL/page 3
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Deaths
Wood

Delores June “Judy” 
Wood passed away at her 
son’s home after battling 
cancer on her 80th birth-
day. She was born in Daw-
son Springs, the daughter 
of John Clark Landers Jr. 
and Nell 
Christine 
Fox Land-
ers. She 
had four 
sibl ings: 
Jay Doyle, 
W a n -
da Fay, 
G l e n d a 
J. “Can-
dy” and William Douglas 
“Tad.” 

She married John O. 
Wood on July 27, 1957. 
They had four children: 
Cynthia, Tracy, Denise 
and 'ale. -udy had five 
grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. Denise 
and her husband Kerry 
Szymanski had Jordan 
and Brandy. Dale and his 
wife Marnie had Skyler, 
Hunter, and Maddie. Sky-
ler and his wife Jessica 
had Josie. 

Judy was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
John; her daughter Cyn-

thia; two sisters, Wanda 
and Candy; a brother, Jay 
Doyle, and one grandchild, 
Jordan. 

Judy was known as 
an amazing homemaker 
and excellent cook. But 
more than that, Judy was 
known for her faith in Je-
hovah *od. 6he was baS-
ti]ed as one of -ehovah·s 
Witnesses in 1967 and 
became part of the Marion 
congregation in 1972. 

0emorial services will 
be held via =oom at � 
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 20. 
Contact Dale Wood at 
dwood1914@gmail.com 
for information on the 
=oom invite. 

Paid obituary

White
Ida Bell White, 88, of 

Marion, died Wednes-
day, Feb. 10, 2021 at her 
home. She was a member 
of &ave 6Srings *eneral 
Baptist Church.

6urvivors include her 
children, Danny Querter-
mous of Marion, Judy 
(Larry) Jones of Marion; 
step children, Paul D. 
White of Sturgis and Pat-
ty Estes of Henderson; a 
brother, Donnie Corley of 
Marion; eight grandchil-
dren and several great� 
and great-great-grand-

children.
She was preceded in 

death by her husband, 
Paul White; parents, Wal-
do and Naomi Corley; a 
sister, Anna Lois Campbell 
and brothers, James  and 
Ed Corley.

6ervices were 6unday, 
Feb. 14 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home with burial in Rose-
bud Cemetery.

ArÁaFk
6hanna -ay ArÁacN, ��, 

of Salem, died Monday, 
Feb. 15, 2021 at Salem 
Springlake Health and Re-
habilitation Center.

6urviving are a daugh-
ter, .alli �'avid� Taylor 
of 0arion� a son, =ach 
�&hristen� ArÁacN of 6a-
lem; two sisters, Debbie 
(Danny) Fowler of Marion, 
and Candy (Scott) Mc-
Candless of Salem; and 
two grandchildren, Syd-
ney and Seth Taylor.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
5onald ArÁacN� a brother, 
Danny Burkett; a sister, 
Sandy Belt; and her par-
ents, J.C. and Bonnie Belt.

0emorial services will 
take place in March. Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
6ervices in 6alem.

COMBINING
&dignity

affordability.

©adfinity®

We offer one of our most popular caskets 
together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
had in mind, for much less than you would have expected—just one of 
the many ways you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Burial Services 
Starting at 
$5,850*
• Professional Services
• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
•  Same Day Visitation  
and Funeral Service

•  Memorial DVD and 
Webcasting

212 East Main Street • Salem, Kentucky

270-988-3131
BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Serving our families since 1902

*Some cash advance items additional
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toughest he earned.
For Combs, Scouting 

began at age nine. His 
father, a Methodist min-
ister, is a longtime troop 
leader and the Meth-
odist church in Marion 
sponsors and hosts lo-
cal Scouting.

Combs built a bridge 
over the creeN at 0ar-
ion-Crittenden County 
for his Eagle project. The 
bridge is used by disc golf-
ers,  walkers and runners 
who use the part trails.

Leadership and out-
doors sNills have been Ney 
benefits of 6couting for 
Combs.

“I don’t know if I will 
ever need outdoors sur-

vival sNills, but if I am 
ever in a situation where I 
might have to sSend a few 
nights out, I think I could 
survive,µ he said.

The robotics merit 
badge was one of his fa-
vorites and &ombs said 
there were many other 
facets of learning that he 
may not have e[Slored 
had it not been for Scout-
ing.

The Crittenden Press50 YEARS AGO
Feb. 18, 1971 
n Mrs. Minnie Miles cel-
ebrated her 97th birthday 
in the Salem Nursing 
Home with cake and din-
ner served by her daugh-
ter, Charline Littleton. 
n The Board of Gover-
nors of the Marion Coun-
try Club elected Billy 
Wayne Jones to serve 
as president for the 1971 
year. R.C. Hamilton was 
named vice-president. 
n A still-life painting in oil 
by Danny Butler was cho-
sen to be exhibited in an 
annual Community Col-
leger Student Art Exhibit. 

25 YEARS AGO
Feb. 15, 1996 
n The :oman’s Club of 
Marion  held its annual 
Mid-Winter Brunch. The 
guest speaker was Car-
olyn Roof, garden edi-
tor for the Paducah Sun 
newspaper. 
n After a decade of watch-
ing the weather for the 
Crittenden County Area, 
Marvin Roberts turned in 

his thermometer and rain 
gauge. Roberts retired as a 
WPSD weather watcher for 
meterologist Cal Sisto.

10 YEARS AGO
Feb. 17, 2011 
n  Crittenden County Middle 
School Speech Team par-
ticipated in regional compe-
tition on Feb. 12 in Murray. 
Team sweepstakes points, 
determined by total team 
participation, allowed the 
CCMS students to capture 
a second place trophy. Ad-
ditionally, several students 
qualified for state competi-
tions. They are Cole Foster, 
Regan Frazer, Paxton Riley, 
Danielle Byarley, Lauren 
Beavers, Jessi Brewer, Ka-
tie Wheeler, Katrina Mast 
and Emily Tinsley. Some of 
the students received the 
distinction of being named 

regional champions in their 
events. They were Fraz-
er and Riley in Duo Acting, 
Byarley in Extemporaneous 
Speaking, Beavers in Ora-
torical Declamation, Mast in 
Public Speaking, and Tins-
ley in Solo Acting. 
n The Crittenden County 
Board of Education swore in 
two members at its January 
meeting and elected new 
officers. Phyllis Orr and Bar-
rett Belt took their Oaths of 
Office before Judge 5enee 
:illiams. 1ew Board officers 
were Chris Cook, chairper-
son; Phyllis Orr, vice-chair-
person; Diane Winters, trea-
surer; Dr. Rachel Yarbrough, 
secretary; and Brandi Rog-
ers, attorney. 
n Crittenden County Cham-
ber of Commerce recog-
nized The Peoples Bank as 
its February Business of the 
Month.

Below is a list of program-
ming for children, teens and 
adults. Contact the library at 
(270) 965-3354  for more in-
formation about any of these 
activities.
&+,LD5EN’S 35OG5AMS

n Story Hour meets each Fri-
day at 10 a.m. on Zoom. 
n Tuesday Crafting Corner on 
Facebook Live each Tuesday 
at 3:30 pm  Grab some sup-
plies easily found around the 
house and join Ms. Melissa
n Ninja Stars, Feb. 16. Learn 
how to create your own origa-
mi out of paper you have at 
home.
n DIY Dragon Eggs. Feb. 23 
Do you love dragons? Tune 
in to learn easy and affordable 
ways to make your own drag-
on egg!

AD8L7 35OG5AMS
n Brown Bag Book Club 
meets at 11:30 a.m., Feb. 
24 on Zoom Get your coffee 
ready and your favorite books 
to discuss the book The Bour-
bon King by Bob Batchelor and 
pick up next month’s title, The 
0agnificent Amberson’s by 
Booth Tarkington. 

ALL AGES 35OG5AMS
n InCoWrimo Challenge - Feb-
ruary 1-28 InCoWrimo stands 
for International Correspon-
dence :riting 0onth. It’s sort 
of like NaNoWrimo, the 30 day 
writing challenge in November. 
But this time, the challenge is 
writing letters! You remember, 
old fashioned, hand written 
letters...also known as snail 
mail or pigeon post. Join Mrs. 
Brandie at CCPL and write 28 
letters in the month of Febru-
ary. 
n Virtual or In-Person Letter 
Writing Socials at 10 a.m., Sat-

urday, Feb. 20. Tune into Zoom 
or attend in the library meeting 
room (spaced out at your very 
own table) to write letters to-
gether as a group. Share ideas 
to make your envelopes and 

stamps really special.
n Online Friends Of the Crit-
tenden County Public Library 
meeting at 6 p.m.,  Thursday, 
Feb. 18 to discuss spring fund-
raising opportunities.

LiErary 3rograms

The efforts of several 
Crittenden County School 
emSloyees to remove 
non-academic barriers 
and promote well-being 
were honored last week.

Family Resource Youth 
6ervice &enter �)5<6&� 
employees were celebrated 
Feb. 10 during FRYSC Day 
in Kentucky. Crittenden 
County FRYSC’s coordina-
tor is Crystal Wesmoland. 
Assistant coordinator is 
Stephanie Martin, and se-
nior Kenlee McDaniel is a 
FRYSCcorps member.

The goal of FRYSC is 

to remove non�academic 
barriers to learning as a 
means to enhance student 
academic success. State-
wide, FRYSC has been 
active in .entucNy school 
districts for more than 30 
years. Wesmoland has led 
the local program, known 
as the Heart to Heart Cen-
ter, for nearly four years. 
Martin joined in 2018, and 
high school seniors have 
participated for the past 
two years. 

FRYSC coordinates 
the Backpack Program, 
Happy Feet and Hygiene 

Helpers and utilizes com-
munity donations to pro-
vide school suSSlies for all 
students.  

Wesmoland assists with 
Community Christmas, 
Srovides ThanNsgiving 
baskets to those in need, 
helps plan community 
Veteran’s Day programs, 
brings Big Smiles Den-
tistry to schools, assists 
Crittenden County Lions 
&lub to Srovide eyeglass-
es for students and works 
with local businesses to 
Srovide haircuts to chil-
dren.

Employees celebrated on FRYSC day
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the next decade. Local
officials are frustrated
that the state isn’t using
current enrollment fig-
ures.
In tabling the facilities

plan, the board of educa-
tion is buying itself some
time to negotiate square
footage of the proposed
new high school before
re-submitting its plan to
the state. The state facil-
ities department rejected
the Local Planning
Council (LPC)’s plan in
January because the
high school construction

proposal exceeded
square footage based on
enrollment. Teachers,
community members
and board officials who
make up the LPC say
building a new high
school isn’t worth it if
they can’t have the num-
ber of classrooms every-
one feels is necessary. 
Superintendent Vince

Clark has discussed the

issue with Education
Commissioner Jason
Glass and hopes local of-
ficials can negotiate local
needs with state officials.
The local request is to

build 15 standard class-
rooms, a family con-
sumer science room, two
science classrooms and
a science lab, a business
classroom and an ad-
ministrative suite. Exist-

ing ag shop, cafeteria
and music rooms would
still be utilized in the
current high school, and
a canopy would connect
Rocket Arena to the rear
entrance of the existing
high school.
The state says the new

high school only needs
11 standard classrooms.
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Local prosecutor
will present case
in trigg county
A local prosecutor

has been assigned a
case in Trigg County
involving an officer-
involved shooting.
Details of the inves-

tigation related to
Sheriff Aaron Acree
will be heard next
month by a Trigg
County Grand Jury. 
Zac Greenwell is the

special prosecutor for
the case. He is com-
monwealth attorney
for the 5th Judicial
District, which in-
cludes Crittenden,
Union and Webster
counties.
The grand jury in

Trigg County will be
asked to determine if
Acree should be in-
dicted on any charges,

if his actions were jus-
tified or whether fur-
ther investigation is
warranted in the mat-
ter. 
Weather delayed the

grand jury from hear-
ing evidence last week.   
Kentucky State Police

investigated the inci-
dent that happened on
Oct. 28 at the Cadiz
home of Shawn Biby,
44, who was allegedly
trying to cut a hole in
the floor of his mobile
home with a chain
saw. After law en-
forcement arrived, an
altercation reportedly
took place, and Sheriff
Acree discharged his
weapon, wounding
Biby, who was later
pronounced dead at
Trigg County Hospital,
according to a report
by WKDZ radio. 
An autopsy later

showed that Biby died

from multiple gunshot
wounds.
Sheriff Acree placed

himself on administra-
tive leave after the in-
cident, but he returned
to work in November.

Snow knocks out
school 7 days
Due to ice, snow and

other weather issues,
Crittenden County
students missed four
of five school days last
week and the first
three days this week.
The county had its
most significant snow-
fall in a couple of
years early this week
with about four inches
of accumulation.
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STAFF REPORT
Within a few years, Crittenden

County Economic Development
Corporation (CCEDC) should be
nearing debt-free status and
group leaders say that’s a key
component in furthering the com-
munity’s economic development
efforts. 
More than a year ago, the

CCEDC agreed to join the broader
Lake Barkley Partnership, an eco-
nomic development organization
that serves Crittenden, Caldwell,
Lyon and Livingston counties. The
cost to belong is about $42,000 a
year.
The CCEDC has been saddled

with sizable debt since it pur-
chased 105 acres north of town
most commonly known as the for-
mer Tyson Foods chicken-growing
property. The group named it In-
dustrial Park North and had
hoped to lure a manufacturing
firm to provide jobs to the area. In-
stead, the property has been piece
milled out over the years with the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
and City of Marion among the new
occupiers. The state built a high-

way maintenance facility there
and the city will soon build a
sewer plant. Within a few days, the
CCEDC hopes to close another
land deal, selling a little over 60
acres of a wooded hillside for
hunting property. Once that sale
is consummated, the CCEDC will
cut its debt roughly in half, leaving
it owing about $101,900 of a state
economic development loan that
started out around $300,000. For
many years, the CCEDC could
only afford to pay interest on the
loan, which has amounted to
about $6,000 annually or $90,000
over the course of 15 years since it
was purchased. 
The CCEDC has still not been

paid for the land the state used for
its maintenance facility. That
money is anticipated to start
rolling in before too long but it’s
coming in $12,500 annual pay-
ments over five years, and the
Crittenden County School District
will be making them. That’s be-
cause the school district is getting
the land adjacent to its campus
where the highway garage has
been for more than 40 years. It’s

all part of a three-way land deal
agreed upon many years ago be-
cause the state knew it was leav-
ing the property on Old Salem
Road and the school district
wanted it.
By the time the school gets fin-

ished paying off the land, the
CCEDC’s debt should be some-
where near $26,000 and it will still
have about 20 acres of property in
Industrial Park North that could
be sold and/or developed. 
“It’s fantastic news because we

can see light at the end of the tun-
nel,” said Chris Cook, a local
banker who serves as treasure on
the economic development group
and has been instrumental in de-
vising a plan to pay down the
group’s debt.
Cook, who also serves on the

county’s board of education, says
that environmental studies are
being done on the old state high-
way property. Once it gets a clean
bill of health, transfer will be com-
pleted. The school is planning to
use the property as it builds a new
high school and improves the ath-
letic facilities on campus. 

STAFF REPORT
Marion is losing about

40 percent of the drink-
ing water it’s making and
that’s beyond acceptable,
City Administrator Adam
Ledford told council
members at its February
meeting last week.
He has recommended

hiring a consulting firm
that will bring in a leak
detection device that can
identify problem areas.

The city could then opt
to hire the company to
repair them or use its
own maintenance per-
sonnel to fix the lines. 
Ledford said a water

system, even one as old
as Marion’s, typically
should not lose that
much water. Some of the
loss can be attributed to
uncollected bills or serv-
ice to municipal build-
ings that are not charged

for water or sewer. 
“For every dollar we

spend to purify water,
we’re losing 40 cents. It’s
big money over a year’s
time,” Ledford said.
Cost to have a leak-de-

tection company find
where water is being lost
from the system would
cost $5,000. It might
have be done twice over
a period of time, the city
administrator said,

which would double the
cost. He thinks finding
leaks and fixing them
will save enough money
in water treatment costs
to pay for itself quickly.
“In an ideal world you

would like to be under
10 percent loss, but
older communities that
are at 20 percent or
under are in pretty good
shape,” Ledford ex-
plained.

Motorists in the Smithland area of U.S. 60 can expect continued construction zones
at the new bridge site where beams are being positioned on the south approach
spans. The new bridge will have a 40-foot-wide, two-lane deck with 12-foot-wide driv-
ing lanes and 6-foot-wide shoulders, allowing motor vehicles to share the bridge
with most farm equipment. The construction schedule calls for moving traffic to the
new bridge in spring 2023.

DESIGN
Continued from page 1
have the old look to it,”
said Underdown. “The
courthouse that was torn
down in 1961 had pretty
shaped windows, arched
doors and a clock cupola
on top.”
Newcom said some of

the designs have also in-
cluded the signature
cupola that punctuated
the early courthouse.
Besides the county

judge-executive, others
serving on the project
committee are District
Judge Daniel Heady,
Family Court Judge
Brandi Rogers, local at-
torney Bart Frazer and
Circuit Clerk Melissa
Guill. There is one open-
ing on the committee.

Leaks costing city 40% of its water

Industrial Park’s payoff within sight
City, state highway garage among tenants in more than 100-acre location

STAFF REPORT
Due to this week’s win-

ter storm, Marion Water
and Sewer Department
was unable to read me-
ters. Therefore, the Jan-
uary-February billing
cycle will be averaged
based on typical usage.
Water and sewer bills

take 10-14 days to
process, including meter

reading, reporting, print-
ing and processing them
for mail. So bills will go in
the mail on a normal
cycle.
“We don’t like having to

do this,” said Marion City
Administrator Adam Led-
ford.
Yet due to conditions,

the averaging process
was necessary, he added.

City water bills will be averaged for month



My brother, Bryan, was the
star watcher in our family. He
and his wife were the only ones
I knew who had given each other
telescopes for Christmas.
Thanks to him, I was kept
abreast of any significant cosmic
events. That way, by the time it
made the news, I
was far ahead of the
game. 
Three years in ad-

vance he called.
“Guess what? On
August, 21, 2017,
there’s going to be a
total solar eclipse.”
“Oh, really?” I

knew how fast time
flew by, but three
years was a long
time.
“Yes, but the most amazing

thing is that we are in the prime
place to see it, right here in
Western Kentucky. People are
already booking rooms in Hop-
kinsville.” 
“That’s unbelievable, Bryan.

One thing’s for certain, we’ve got
plenty of time to get prepared.
Make sure and remind me,” I
said. 
Then, in the months leading

up to the eclipse, we talked
many times while he studied the
track. He had researched it
thoroughly and knew the exact
time the moon would move be-
tween the sun and the earth. Of
course, the weather played a
major role. Clouds would be dis-
appointing. We kept our fingers
crossed as the day approached. 

Luckily, our good friends, Kim
and Tim invited us, Bryan and
Gina, plus a few more friends to
spend the eclipse day at their
property overlooking the Cum-
berland River. From that van-
tage point, the world opened up
with rushing water below and
blue sky above. Although after-
noon clouds were in the fore-
cast, at one o’clock, we had
beautiful blue skies. The day

could not have been more per-
fect.
When the daylight began to

dim, we all put our viewer
glasses on to protect our eyes.
As the darkness eased in, the
tree frogs immediately began
crooking and the crickets joined
in the song. The dog even went
to his bed! All in all, I saw the
glory and splendor of God, on a
day I would not easily forget. 
Only three years later, Bryan

called to tell me there was a big
cosmic event coming up on De-
cember 21, approximately three
months away. He explained that
Saturn and Jupiter would cross
each other’s path for the first
time in 400 years. “They’re com-
ing really close, but still hun-
dreds of millions of miles apart.
Mark your calendar,” he said.
“I will,” I said. I’m sure he

heard the lack of enthusiasm in
my voice. So many things were
running through my mind. Our
country was in a mess. Unless it
was another eclipse, I had very
little interest in the stars, but I
trusted my brother to know
what was going on up there.
“Remind me,” I said, and
changed the subject. 
I justified my apathy to the

fact I had tried to see other
planet alignments before with a
great deal of disappointment.
Our lowland wooded property
made star gazing difficult. Even
meteor showers were hampered
by dense woodland.
Before long, notices were hit-

ting the internet of the conjunc-
tion of the two planets Bryan
had mentioned to me. They
would be visible to the naked
eye in the Southwest sky on De-
cember 21st, at sunset. Still, I
would wait for word from Bryan
to give me all the details. His
text on the 20th said, “Linda …
I’m reminding you.” 
This would be different than

my solar eclipse experience. It
was just me and Eddie, no one

else to join in. I had just finished
supper and cleaned up the
kitchen while Eddie looked up
something on the computer. It
was around five o’clock when I
sat back in my recliner to relax
and it hit me. “Eddie!” I yelled.
“It’s time for the planets to
cross. Come on out!”
While he finished his com-

puter search, I went out on our
back porch and quickly turned
my attention to the Southwest
sky. There they were, Saturn
and Jupiter. Like dance part-
ners, they moved together with
an energy unlike anything I had
ever seen. I could even see rings
from Saturn, circling as they
aligned with each other. My
adrenaline soared. Eddie has to
see this, I thought. I yelled
again. 
“I’m coming,” he said, his level

of interest even lower than mine
had been a few minutes ago.  

But, when he came out to see
the show, he came to life. “Well,
well . . .” he said. “That’s amaz-
ing.”
The night was chilly, but I

hardly noticed. We stood there
mesmerized as the planets
showed off their splendor in
clear view. What a blessing to
see the awesomeness of God’s
creation right in my own back-
yard! Only a few brief moments
ago, the troubles of the world
filled my thoughts. Now, I real-
ized there was nothing to worry
about. Even though we might
not see it, the power of God had
been there all along. Thank you,
Bryan for opening my eyes.

Linda Defew is a local author
who writes periodically for The
Crittenden Press. She lives in
eastern Livingston County.
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Our Heavenly Fa-
ther knows what
our needs are and
directs us to seek
first the Kingdom of
God, and His right-
eousness; and all
these thing shall be
added unto us.
But the old flesh,

guided by our
e n e m y
S a t a n
spends
so much
of the
l im i t ed
days on
t h i s
e a r t h ,
running
a n d
looking
for what we think
we need, which
when found usually
brings more sorrow.
God’s Word prom-

ises us:  “Keep my
commandments ;
and length of days,
and long life, and
peace, shall they
add to thee.”  Prov.
3:1,2.
In that same

chapter we are told
how God’s wisdom
also gives us long
life, and is a tree of
life to them that lay
hold upon it, and
happy is everyone
that retains it.
This week think-

ing how God lets
some of the most
wicked people in
America have untold
wealth who use it to
destroy the most

blessed nation on
earth caused me to
think of God’s prom-
ise to the wicked:
“Fret not thyself be-
cause of evil men,
neither be thou en-
vious at the wicked;
for there shall be no
reward to the evil
man, the candle of
the wicked shall be
put out.”  Pro.
24:19,19.
More of the same:

“Riches profit not in
the day of wrath;
but righteousness
delivers from death.”
Prov. 11:4.
We see so many

millionaires whose
confessed plan is to
destroy Christian
America, turning it
into Global Commu-
nism, thinking they
will be high and
mighty members of
the Illuminati to
control the world.
But sinners forget

God Almighty is in
the mix:  “When the
wicked are multi-
plied, transgression
is increased, but the
righteous shall see
their fall.” Prov.
29:16.
Taking no comfort

in anyone burning
in Hell, I do pray for
justice in this life,
that all may see
wicked people will
be exposed and are
given a chance to re-
pent.
Now a wonderful

gift Jesus gave to

the world of Ju-
daism and Gentiles
alike, as His blood
purchased for all
who obey Him will
not see death as
dying, but trans-
portation into the
presence of Jesus
for all eternity.
God’s plan before

the world began was
the appearing of our
Savior Jesus Christ,
who has abolished
death and has
brought life and im-
mortality to light
through the Gospel.
2nd Tim.1:9,10.
God has given me

and all 15 of Mama
and Dad’s children
long life, and wis of
us into our 90s.
When one would

tell Harry we all had
good genes, he
would say “No, we
obeyed the 5th
Commandment.” 
My hope to all who

have living parents
is please remember
the first command-
ment God gave with
a promise was
“Honor your father
and mother that
your days may be
long on the earth.”
Surely you made

them your Valentine
precipitants this
year.

Sister Lucy Tedrick
is a conservative
local pastor who rou-
tinely writes an opin-
ion piece in the
newspaper.

Time to
talk about
plans for
personal
estates

Please join us for It's
Time to Talk: Estate
Planning pre-
sented by
Family and
Consumer
Sciences Ex-
tension at
the Univer-
sity of Ken-
tucky.  This
three-session
series will
help you
start the conversations
you need to have with
the important people in
your life as you begin
the estate planning
process.  Our series will
be held via Zoom at 6:30
pm on the dates noted
below.

This series features
three sessions facilitated
by Dr. Nichole Huff, As-
sistant Extension Pro-
fessor for Family
Finance and Resource
Management.  At each
session, keynote speak-
ers will address targeted
topics related to the es-
tate planning process.
Our line-up includes: 

March 18, 2021
Talking Tips: Estate
Planning Basics, pre-
sented by Dr. Jennifer
Hunter, Assistant Direc-
tor for Family and Con-
sumer Sciences
Extension

March 23, 2021
Talking Care: Advance
Directives & Caregiver
Conversations, pre-
sented by Dr. Amy
Kostelic, Associate Ex-
tension Professor for
Adult Development and
Aging, and Hazel Te-
ichen, Provider Liaison,
Bluegrass Care Naviga-
tors

March 25, 2021
Talking Law: Wills,
Trusts, Guardianship,
and Eldercare presented
by Katie E. Finnell, JD,
LLM, Bluegrass Elder-
law, PLLC 

To register for this
online only event, please
click this link:
http://ukfcs.net/Es-
tatePlanningRegistra-
tion.  All login
information will come di-
rectly to your email ad-
dress approximately one
week before the series
begins.  Registration
opened February 1,
2021.  While we encour-
age you to attend all
three sessions, we un-
derstand there may be
conflicts in your sched-
ule, however these ses-
sions will not be
recorded.

Janeen Tramble is the
Family and Consumer
Sciences Extension Agent
in Crittenden County.

Janeen 
TRAMBLE
Family & Consumer Science

EXTENSION AGENT

Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest Columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Snow halts
lawmakers;
session adds
makeup time
Due to concerns about

travel safety during this
week's winter storm, the
Kentucky Senate and
House will not convene
this week.
To make up for this

week's cancellation, the
chambers are now sched-
uled to convene on Feb.
22, March 1, and March
12 in addition to previ-
ously scheduled legisla-
tive days.
The last day to file bills

in the Senate and House
has been moved back to
Feb. 23.
The final day of the

General Assembly's 2021
Regular Session is still
scheduled to be March
30, the last day allowed
by the state constitution.
The General Assem-

bly’s 2021 Regular Ses-
sion calendar can be
viewed online at
https://legislature.ky.go
v/Documents/21RS_Cal
endar.pdf.

Neighborly Gesture
The sidewalks around Ric Carder's home – and his neighbors – on East
Bellville and College streets were among the best in town in no time
Tuesday afternoon after he pulled out a snow blower.
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Telescopic event displays God’s wonders

What everyone wants don't ignore

Never ceasing to honor parents
will make days on earth longer
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Exciting basketball news in the area from 1938
It’s that time of year 

again. Time for some ex-
citing basketball news 
from yesteryear. From 
the archives of The Press 
here are the facts and 
figures of the (ighth 'is-
trict %asNetball Tourna-
ment that was held at 
)ohs +all in )ebruary 
and March of 1938.

Feb. 18, 1939 - A little 
Sre�game line uS of the 
Marion team.

Basketball fans have 
been treated to some 
good games at Fohs 
+all during the last few 
weeks.  Coach Organ 
has succeeded in get-
ting together a Tuintet 
that “clicks” and which 
has been playing “team-
work” games.  The boys 
that play the games are 
not only good basketball 
Slayers but fine boys as 
well – boys who are pop-
ular in the community 
because of what they 
are. Let’s see if we can 
name them -

n &linton (asley is a 
star in football and a 
player who always gives 
a good account 
of himself on 
the basketball 
Áoor.  A Slay-
er who is fast 
on the Áoor, a 
good jumSer, 
one whose fin-
gers stick to 
the ball, one 
who ´Suts outµ 
and one who 
has always 
been SoSular 
with the home 
folks; 

n Robert 
0c'aniels is 
TuicN on his 
feet, accurate 
in passing and 
in shooting 
goals, an e[cellent stu-
dent, ambitious, Tuiet in 
manner on the court, in 
the school room and on 
the street;

n 'ouglas Travis is 
another one who “gets 
in there and Suts out,µ 
a boy who never loafs on 
the basNetball court and 
a well-known Marion 
business man remarNed 
the other day that he 
had never seen this boy 
loafing on the street ² a 
mighty good recommen-
dation for any young 
man;

n Mose Johnson is the 
boy who didn’t do very 
well when he was on the 
second team but when 
he was Sut on the first 
team, Slayed so well that 
he always plays and now 
the fans root for him.  
A boy who enjoys the 
game, Slays it well and 
is in every way a good 
sport. Next year the com-

munity is going to e[Sect 
big things of him in both 
football and basketball. 

n John Mackey is a 
boy who goes 
to school not 
to play bas-
Netball but 
one who plays 
basketball be-
cause it is Sart 
of the school’s 
program of ac-
tivities, from 
the first grade 
on down to 
the present 
an Honor Roll 
6tudent, a 
good player 
with a fine at-
titude toward 
his teammates, 
the school and 
every other 
w o r t h - w h i l e 

thing. A most depend-
able youngster who will 
go places if he keep his 
health and his head.

&oach 2rgan should 
be Sroud of his ���� 
basketball team.  The 
school and community 
are Sroud of these boys.

–––
Feb. 25, 1938

Frances and Salem 
In )irst *ame of (ighth 
'istrict, 0arion Sitted 
Against Shady Grove in 
(vening of Inaugural 
'ay. 

Finals Saturday 
Night ² The (ighth 'is-
trict %asNetball Tourna-
ment opens at Fohs Hall 
Thursday afternoon with 
Frances battling Salem. 
(ight teams are entered 
and as a result no com-
Seting Tuintet drew a 
bye. Following the Sa-
lem-Frances game Mat-
toon and Tolu conclude 
the afternoon schedule.  

(ither 0arion or 6hady 
Grove will be eliminated 
Thursday night, and as a 
result &oach 2rgan and 
&oach %ugg have been 
driving their respective 
charges at top speed. 
The teams are rated on 
a Sar and the result is 
described as a ´toss uS.µ  
(ither would loom as 
potential winner of the 
tournament.

Mattoon
0attoon, coached by /. 

:. )o[, has entered the 
following men� 0arTuis 
0organ, -ohn T. 1ation, 
&hester 1ewcom, )loyd 
%rantley, 6am 1unn, 
0ilton 1ewcom, 3ete 
Travis, &hester %rantley.  
Jake Lowery and A. Na-
tion.  When asked as to 
chances of Mattoon win-
ning the meet )o[ said, 
”we have a fairly good 
chance as our strongest 
rivals, 6hady *rove and 
0arion, are in the oSSo-
site bracket.”

Frances
While Frances is not 

considered as a like-
ly winner, it is reSorted 
that &oach &.(. AtniS 
is capable of springing a 
surSrise in the Slay.  The 
sTuad is comSosed of A. 
/. ´'icNµ :hitt, Adams, 
3ogue, )armer, 5olston, 
-immie +ighfil, &amS-
bell, &rouch, 2liver, 
+olseaSSle, -ones, 0o-
ran, 5. *. %ailey, and 
Bryan Atnip.

Shady Grove
&ling %ugg lists �� 

men on his Bearcat 
sTuad and they Sos-
sess victories over Mar-
ion, 0attoon and Tolu. 
The team is one of the 
strongest contenders 
and is composed of Al-
e[ander, &urtis, :infred 

and +inNle 'rennan, 5. 
&. and 5oy (ast, *ilbert, 
+illyard, +ubbard, +er-
rington, /ittle, /owery 
5oss, 5oberts, TucNer, 
Taylor, Towery and Tra-
vis.

Tolu
Coach Spiceland has 

lost a majority of his 
performers that at one 
time were the threat of 
any tournament and as 
a result is develoSing 
raw material without 
major tournament Slay.  
The five as a whole give 
Sromise of future Sower 
but are not considered a 
probable winner of this 
meet.  Spiceland lists the 
following�  %elt, )uller, 
:illiam, +ughes, &lar-
ence and &arl /ucas, 
5alSh and 5eed 3orter, 
/owery and 'emSsey 
and Jesse Sherer.

Marion
When asked the pos-

sibility of winning the 
meet, a member of the 
0arion sTuad answered 
Shady Grove.  The Bear-
cats have two victories 
over the Terrors while on 
the other hand the local 
netters have decisively 
defeated others who are 
as strong as the looming 
Bearcats. Organ’s proba-
ble lineuS against the in-

vaders will be Tabor and 
0c'aniel, forwards� Tra-
vis and 0acNey, guards� 
and (asley, center.  2th-
er members of the sTuad 
who will see service are 
-ohnson, *uess, /ynn 
and Pace.

Finals
The finals will find win-

ners of Friday competing 
for district honors.  This 
will be preceded by an 
all star game.  The play-
ers will be picked by the 
coaches of the respective 
schools

March 4, 1938
Salem defeated Fran-

ces ���� in the (ighth 
'istrict oSener yesterday 
afternoon at Fohs Hall.  
The game started fast 
and finished comSara-
tively slow with Frances 
having as many oSSortu-
nities  to score as Salem 
but the *ardner five was 
unable to connect. 

Berry has a well 
coached five and the 
odds in today·s semi�fi-
nals are even. In Taylor, 
Salem has one of the 
outstanding stars of the 
meet and will undoubt-
edly place on the all-
star grouS and Srobably 

on the all�tournament� 
:hitt, the tall blonde for-
ward of Frances led his 
team in a gallant effort 
to overcome the Living-
ston &ounty lead but the 
Berry men were too far in 
the lead.

Mattoon after a poor 
first half won over Tolu 
31-23.  The score at the 
half was 10-9 with Fox 
men on the long end.  In 
the second Sortion, the 
offense literally swept 
Tolu off their guard and 
scored at will.  Marion 
lost to Shady Grove by a 
score of 26-38.

March 11, 1938
Mattoon and Shady 

*rove, winner and run-
ner�uS resSectively, in 
the (ighth 'istrict, held 
at )ohs +all, are to oSen 
the play of the regional 
tournament this after-
noon at Madisonville.

The Mattoon team de-
feated the Bearcats in 
the finals 6aturday night 
27-26 after overcoming a 
five�Soint lead during the 
closing minutes of Slay.

3laced on the all tour-
nament team were Rob-
ert 0c'aniels from 0ar-
ion, 1ewcom of 0attoon 
and 5oy (ast from 6hady 
*rove, forwards� 3ace of 
6alem, (asley of 0arion 
and 0organ, of 0attoon, 
guards� -esse 6herer of 
Tolu, and 'rennan of 
Shady Grove.

March 18, 1938 – In 
the regionals at Madi-
sonville, 6hady *rove 
was defeated by the 
highly touted 0adison-
ville team.  Soon after the 
oSening Tuarter it was 
evident that the Bearcat 
men were ´off their usual 
game” and never recov-
ered. The Maroons won 
the tournament with a 
disappointing score of 
61-25.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

Pictured is the 1938 Mattoon basketball team. Team members were from left, Pete Travis, Sammy Nunn, Floyd 
Brantley, Tootsie Morgan, J. T. Nation, Chester Newcom, Milton Newcom, Chester Brantley; (back) Coach Fox, 
Manager Estel Brantley, Jake Lawry, Devon O’Neal, D. A. Nation, Sorrel Ladd, George Gahagen, Leonard Jim 
Roberts and Coach Ladd.

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages
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I am generally an op-
timist – some would say 
Pollyannish. I do get an-
gry, but my constitution 
is more like Winnie the 
Pooh than Eeyore. This 
means that I have had as 
many people 
get angry with 
me for not be-
ing angry as for 
nearly anything 
else. I have also 
(although not 
recently) made 
the foolish 
and insensi-
tive mistake of 
suggesting that 
another’s anger 
was not useful 
or justified. I 
do not recom-
mend that tac-
tic. Whatever 
one is dealing 
with, doing so 
will only make 
it worse.

Anger is a difficult emo-
tion to manage. There are 
certainly things in this 
world that should make 
us angry and yet we read 
in James 3:20 that “The 
anger of man does not 
work the righteousness of 
God.” I believe this to be a 
principle that extends be-
yond Christianity. Acting 
out of unchecked anger 
rarely produces the de-
sired results. 

There is also the kind 
of anger that gets into us 
through the avenue of 
self-righteousness. It can 
show up in sectarianism 
(my group is the only one 

that really has it right). It 
can show up in a social 
issue that has become at-
tached, rightly or wrongly, 
to Christian morality – or 
more likely to a denomi-
national form of Christian 

morality. When 
we settle on 
our issue and 
are certain that 
there is no nu-
ance and com-
promise equals 
condemnation, 
we can end up 
in a very dark 
place indeed...
and call it light.

I will say that 
this is one of 
the reasons 
that I am rarely 
satisfied when 
I hear a pol-
itician quote 
Scripture. On 
the one hand 

I am glad that we live in 
a nation where such is 
still accepted and even 
encouraged. On the oth-
er hand, most of the time 
it is used for the purpose 
of a particular faction, or 
as a signal, or to “claim 
the high moral ground.” 
But there is something 
else at work here. There 
are some attitudes and 
dispositions that simply 
will make quoting Scrip-
ture (or most sacred texts) 
seem displaced. 

If one’s life does not 
cohere with the message 
of the book, there will be 
dissonance. This is what 
is happening when we 

hear someone in the pub-
lic sphere quote Scripture 
(in or out of context) and 
our thought is not full 
agreement, but rather, 
“well, at least they are 
quoting the Bible.” These 
may successfully promote 
an agenda with people 
who have a distorted view 
of Christianity, but only 
succeed in pushing oth-
ers further away.

It is one thing to be 
right. It is another to car-
ry the proper attitude so 
that one can be heard. 
Jean-Pierre de Caussade 
(1675-1751) wrote letters 
to nuns in a convent in 
Nancy, France in “Aban-
donment to Diving Provi-
dence.” This is part of one 
addressed to Sister Ma-
rie-Therese de Viomenil 
concerning intemperate 
zeal.

“In the second place I 
command you never to 
speak of God, or of any-
thing good, unless in a 
spirit of humility and 
meekness, in an amiable 
and gracious manner, 
with moderation and en-
couragement, and never 
with bitterness and sever-
ity, or in a way to wound 
and repel those who hear 
you, because, although 
you may only say what 
is in the Gospel and in 
the best books, I be-
lieve that in your present 
state of mind you might 
say it very badly and in 
such a way as only to do 
harm. Truth is the prop-
er relation of things. It is 

changed when pushed to 
extremes, or wrongly ap-
plied...If you have nothing 
kind to say keep silent, 
and leave the care of de-
ciding to others. As much 
as true meekness, with 
the help of God, has pow-
er to repel evil and to win 
to good, so much has an 
excessive harshness pow-
er to make goodness dif-
ficult and evil incurable. 
The first is edifying, the 
latter, destructive.”

There is much in this 
world that causes hurt. 
Taking an angry vindic-
tive argument to those 
who are victims of such 

hurt – even if it is right 
– does little good most of 
the time. What we lack to-
day is humility and meek-
ness when expressing our 
views. Anger long held 
turns to bitterness and 
resentment. Internalized 
rage at anything will lead 
us to a path of depression 
and anxiety. 

When Paul was encour-
aging Timothy to set some 
things straight he had this 
to say, “Have nothing to 
do with stupid, senseless 
controversies; you know 
that they breed quarrels. 
And the Lord’s servant 
must not be quarrelsome 

but kindly to every one, 
an apt teacher, forbear-
ing, correcting his oppo-
nents with gentleness. (2 
Timothy 2:23-25).

There is healing in gen-
uine correction, and we 
all have needed it in our 
lives. It is one thing to be 
right. It is another to pres-
ent it in righteousness 
from a source other than 
ourselves.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

There is more to being right than being right

n Shady Grove  Cem-
etery’s annual meeting 
at the fire station in Crit-
tenden County as been 
rescheduled for �0 a.m., 
Saturday,  Feb. 27. 

Does <our Congrega-
tion  Have  Something 
Planned?

/et us know. :e post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress#the�
press.com or call (270) 
�65�3���

Events & News

Question: I often misrep-
resent the truth to keep me 
out of trouble or to make my-
self look better. :hat’s wrong 
with telling a ´little white lieµ 
that doesn’t harm anyone?

Answer: In the Ten Com-
mandments, God gave us a 
succinct and clear path to fol-
low in building solid relation-
ships. The ninth command-
ment, ´<ou shall not give 
false testimony against your 
neighborµ is one of building 
lasting and meaningful rela-
tionships. To ´give false tes-
timonyµ is to lie.

Saying a ´little white lieµ 
doesn’t hurt anybody is mak-

ing an excuse for telling a 
falsehood. /ying almost al-
ways gets us in trouble. It has 
a way of boomranging back 
and causing lots of damage. 

Although you have worked 
hard and long to build a re-
lationship with someone, 
telling one lie can cause it to 
collapse in a moment. Hon-
esty is the bedrock of lasting 
friendships.

But, above that, we need 
to always tell the truth be-
cause our lives should be a 
mirror of the truth displayed 
in God’s nature. He is always 
righteous. Instead, when we 
lie, we are showcasing the 
deception of Satan, ´the fa-
ther of liesµ (Jn. 8���). :hen 
we lie, we are putting Satan’s 
nature on display instead of 
God’s.

For these reasons, you 
ought always to tell the 
truth and not to lie. :e nev-
er know who is listening to 
our words.

Send your questions to� 
bob#bobhardison.com

Honesty is foundational to good relationships

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison



for sale
HAY FOR SALE: Mixed 
grass round bales and or-
chard grass square bales 
(270) 969-8600 or (270) 
704-0634. (4t-9-p)

for rent
3 BR, 2 bath mobile home, 
central heat and air, stove 
and refrigerator, trash 
pickup, yard maintenance, 
$500/mo. (270) 704-3234. 
(tfc-je)

agriculture
ROUND GRASS HAY 
for sale. (270) 704-0830. 
(2t-7-p)

employment
SECRETARY NEEDED 
for Belt Construction, Inc. 
QuickBooks knowledge 
and payroll experience 
required. Hours negotia-
ble. Call (270) 871-2105. 
(2t-8-c)
NOW HIRING! General 
Laborers, Forklift Opera-
tors, & Machine Operators. 
Starting wage $14 per hour. 
Please apply at Rocket Tire, 
314 Sturgis Road, Marion, 
KY Monday through Friday 
7 a.m.-5 p.m. or Saturday 7 
a.m.-12 p.m. (4t-8-p)
HELP WANTED:  The Crit-
tenden County Fiscal Court 
is currently accepting ap-
plications for two positions 
at the Road Department. 
Openings for laborer/op-
erator trainee and for an 
experienced equipment 
operator. Interested and 
qualified individuals may 
complete an application at 
the Judge Executive’s of-
fice or submit a resume at 
107 S. Main St., Ste. 208 
Marion KY 42064 or by 
email to brittany.mardis@
crittendencountyky.org. 
Pay scale is commensu-
rate with experience and 
benefits include health in-
surance, retirement, paid 
leave, paid sick time, paid 
holidays, and training. Ex-
perience operating a back-
hoe will be given preferen-
tial considerations. (4t-8-c)
THE EARLE C. CLEM-
ENTS JOB CORPS ACAD-
EMY is seeking employ-
ees.  We offer a competitive 
salary, benefits package, 
and advancement opportu-
nities.  Full-time, part-time, 
and substitute positions 
available. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/

Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-8-p)
RELIABLE WORKERS 
needed! Full-time, 1st & 
2nd shift positions avail-
able now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright 
Future! Good starting 
wage $10 & up based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  (6-tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions. Call for quote 
(270) 724-4672, Joe Mat-
tingly Concrete Construc-
tion. (12t-11-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 

Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
sified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

statewides
ATTORNEY

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help get 
you approved! No money 
out of pocket! Call 1-855-
980-5461
SERIOUSLY INJURED in 
an AUTO ACCIDENT? Let 
us fight for you! Our net-
work has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 
1-844-423-8835

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled – it doesn’t matter! 
Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-833-258-
7036
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts Foun-
dation. Fast, FREE pick-up. 
Max tax-deduction. Opera-
tors are standing by! Call 
1-866-495-0115

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Every live foot-
ball game, every Sunday - 
anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS - 1-866-292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, 
Sports & On Demand Ti-
tles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 
1-844-448-9318
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 

AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-866-478-8859
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-
sures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465
The COVID crisis has cost 
us all something. Many 
have lost jobs and finan-
cial security. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Call NATIONAL DEBT RE-
LIEF! We can help! Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-877-934-0632
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979

HEALTH SERVICE
LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace 
Wellness. We guarantee 
highest quality, most com-
petitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. 
Coupon Code: PRINT20 
Call Now 855-780-8704

HELP WANTED – 
TRUCK DRIVERS

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option 
to make .60 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-866-329-
2415
Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-833-443-0437 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/kypress
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free-in-
home consultation: 1-844-
519-3621

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-844-688-
8576
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-844-
499-0041
INSURANCE SERVICES
New Medicare Part D Insu-
lin Savings Model.  Stable, 
Predictable Insulin Copays 
throughout 2021!  $35/ 
Month through Deductible, 
Initial, and Coverage Gap 
stages.  Cumberland Ben-
efits, 502.386.7857
DENTAL INSURANCE 

from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE!! High-quali-
ty rechargeable Nano hear-
ing aids priced 90% less 
than competitors. Nearly 
invisible! 45-day money 
back guarantee! 1-855-
491-9600
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-254-2147

AGRICULTURE
FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Pro-
fessionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-930-8254
HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net – Finally, no hard data 
limits! Call today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as 
$59.99/mo! $75 gift card, 
terms apply. 1-844-759-
0616
4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take you service with 

you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
610-0053
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294

MOVING COMPANIES
Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on 
your Long distance move. 
Call 1-866-277-4555.

PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-

thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky

TAX SERVICES
Need IRS Relief $10K – 
125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness. Call 1-855-
897-7657 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



STAFF REPORT
With the uncertainties that

COVID-19 has placed on her
team this season, Coach
Shannon Hodge has preached
to her girls the importance of
controlling what they can
control. That lesson was
made especially clear Tues-
day not by COVID, but by a
snowstorm that stopped the
Lady Rockets in their tracks,
canceling their trip to the All
A Classic State Champi-
onship in Richmond.
At first girls’ opening round

of the event was postponed a
couple of days because of sig-
nificant snowfall throughout
Kentucky, but on Tuesday
morning, officials canceled
the tournament entirely. It
was to be the Lady Rockets’
seventh appearance in the
small-school tournament,
and the first since 2017. 
“It’s very disappointing

given our situation this year
in general with COVID that
has presetned the day-to-day
uncertainties of playing and

practicing and the craziness
of trying to get all that taken
care of. It’s a big thing,”
Hodge said.
“We have to just try and em-

brace every moment we’re out
there on the floor as some-
thing special because we
don’t know what the next day
brings.”
Hodge said now the chal-

lenge is to shake off the blan-
ket of disappoinemt and get
the  Lady Rockets (9-3, 3-0)
focused on the eight games
left on the regular-season
schedule.
First up, a rematch with

Trigg County in Cadiz Friday
night. Whether continued
winter weather will affect that
game remains to be seen;

however, as of now the Lady
Rockets will plan to defend
their spot among the 5th Dis-
trict leaderboard. The Lady
Rockets beat Trigg at home
41-40 Jan. 26.
“I would have been ab-

solutely devastated when I
was playing ball if something
like this happened, so I know
kids are disappointed. We are
kind of getting conditioned to

being disappointed. This is
just way beyond our control,.
So, now we have to control
our ability to refocus and look
toward rest of the season.”
Hodge said rescheduling

some of the games that were
canceled because of the girls’
trip to the All A Classic is a
possibility. However, all
things considered, that will
present its own challenges.
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LOCAL SPORTS
BASKETBALL
2nd Region Leaders 
Three Fifth District girls’ basket-

ball players lead the Second Re-
gion in scoring with Crittenden
County sophomore Taylor Guess
second behind Livingston Central’s
Lauren Wring. Guess is averaging
16.7 points for the Lady Rockets.
Wring is scoring 17.8 per game.
Lyon County’s Calista Collins is in
third place in the region with a 15.7-
point average. The Lady Rockets,
ranked No. 3 in region overall ac-
cording to the most recent media
poll, is second in scoring at 55
points a game behind Henderson
County with the region’s top scoring
offense at 62.7 points.
Rocket senior Gabe Mott is 11th

in the region in scoring with a 15.6
average. Classmate Preston Turley
is 16th at 14.7. Dawson Springs’
Landon Pace leads the Second Re-
gion with a 34.8-point average and
Lyon’s Travis Perry is second at
27.4
Turley is seventh in the region in

rebounding with 7.3 boards per
game. Crittenden’s boys are third in
the region in field goal percent-
age – at 47 percent – behind Lyon
and Webster.

LOCAL ATHLETES 
College signing day
Weather permitting, there will be

a formal college announcement
ceremony for senior athletes at
Crittenden County High School’s
Rocket Arena at 2 p.m., on Friday,
Feb. 19. Because of pandemic pro-
tocol, it will be open only to ap-
proved guests. The Press will be
there to provide a live broadcast 
on its YouTube channel. 

BASEBALL
Jankowski to Phillies
Former Marion Bobcat Travis

Jankowski, 29, has been signed by
the Phillies to a minor league deal.
He’ll report to the Philies’ big
league spring training camp as a
non-rostered invitee. The outfielder
has played six professional base-
ball seasons, five with the Padres
and one with the Reds. 

RUNNING/WALKING
2.5K event in March
Start planning now to participate

in the Happy Feet Equals Learning
Feet 2.5K run and fun walk at
Sugar Grove Cumberland Presby-
terian Church. The event will cost
$10 and starts at 10 a.m., on Satur-
day, March 27. This is a 1.5-mile
run or walk and proceeds benefit
Happy Feet of Crittenden County, a
non-profit organization that helps
provide shoes for children in need.
For more information, contact
Tiffany Roberts at 270-704-1360.

OUTDOORS
Refuge adds acreage
U.S. Senate Republican Leader

Mitch McConnell (R-KY) an-
nounced last week the Green River
National Wildlife Refuge in Hender-
son has acquired an additional 437
acres to support opportunities for
conservation, hunting, fishing and
economic growth in the region. The
nation’s newest refuge is planned
to expand from its initial 10 acres to
24,000 acres through acquisitions
from willing sellers only. Sen. Mc-
Connell, who has led this project in
the Senate since 2002, secured a
legislative provision in 2018 direct-
ing the U.S. Department of the Inte-
rior to establish the refuge.

Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Squirrel                    Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trapping      Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunting             Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Trapping           Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Bobcat Hunting        Nov. 28 - Feb. 28
Coyote Nighttime       Dec. 1 - May 31
Youth Wild Turkey                  April 3-4
Wild Turkey                April 17 - May 9 
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

State snowfall beats All A Classic

His playing time dropped
when Philadelphia got its full
roster healthy but former
Kentucky guard Tyrese Maxey
has not complained because
that’s just not what he does.
“People love him,” said Amy

Fadool Kane, Emmy award
winner sports/anchor re-
porter for NBCSPhilly. “This is
a pretty rich
basketball area.
I didn’t know
that as much
until I moved up
here but they
have a really
good basketball
tradition and
they appreciate
a player like
Tyrese.”
Kane, a UK

graduate, was
thrilled when
Maxey fell to the
21st pick in the 2020 draft
and the 76ers got him.
Philadelphia fans were not as
happy. 
“Some of them had ill-con-

ceived notions about his shot
but I had written a piece
about I knew he would not be
there when the 76ers got a
pick but if he was, they
should take him. He’s made
me look like a genius,” Kane
said.
He’s been as popular off the

court as he has with his play
when he’s been on the court.
“He has so much personal-

ity as UK fans know,” Kane, a
former WKYT-TV sports re-
porter, said. “He just fits in so
well here and is an excellent
player, too. Fans here love
guys who perform well on and
off the court like he does.
“He is fully comfortable

being here and says Kentucky
prepared him well for this. He
just wows people. They are
enamored with him. You can
see that on my (social media)
timeline during 76ers games
and when he exploded for 39
points against the Nuggets it
was insane.”
Through 26 games, Maxey

was averaging 8.7 points, 2.0
rebounds and 1.8 assists per
game and shooting 45 percent
from the field, 29 percent
from 3-point range and 87
percent at the foul line.
Kane said Philadelphia fans

were used to “unanswered
hopes in the draft” and that
made them cautious about
Maxey.
“They have a lot of unfilled

hopes,” Kane said. “The nick-
name for her is Neg-a-delphia.
Fans have been let down by
teams so much. It is a long
suffering fan base that is very
cautious. People wondered
why he was projected high in
the draft and then fell to 21.
“He only shot 29 percent

from 3 (at Kentucky) but I told
everybody here to take it from
me, somebody who watched

every minute he played at UK,
that he could shoot. If a guy
can shoot free throws, he can
shoot. I saw he was an 83
percent free throw shooter, so
that should tell you all you
need to know about his shoot-
ing.
“Here he has shown he not

only can shoot but can shoot
well and shoot often if needed.
He can play off the ball. He
has opened a lot of eyes. I
don’t think anyone was ever
really down on him. There
was just some cautiousness
but he has answered every-
thing with affirmatives. This
is a blue-collar town and they
love guys who play defense
and run and do that extra ef-
fort stuff. They love him.”
Maxey was her first guest

on “1-2-3-4-5 Sixers” and
that was her first time to in-
terview him since there was
limited preseason access to
all players. 
“He sits down and is wear-

ing a UK shirt. He said he
wears his UK stuff all the
time. That was like a real in-
sight to who he is and how he
carries himself. I liked the kid
right away,” Kane said. “He is
so poised and polished for 20
(years old) and does not just
say stuff to be saying it. He
gives a lot of really good re-
sponses and people are able
to see what he is like and see
his lighter side.
“He is always smiling, al-

ways working. Those two
qualities get you far in this
league. In the middle of the
season you have to have a
positive attitude. You have got
to have guys like that on the
team.”
Kane is part of Philadelphia

pregame and postgame
shows. Analysts are former
NBA player Mark Jackson
and former NBA coach/gen-
eral manager Jim Lynam.
“Jim is really impressed

with Tyrese. He sees things
from a coaching/GM perspec-
tive. He sees him as a real
building block and all-star
level player for this team,”
Kane said. “He likes that he
can play point guard and two
guard. Jim says if you can
play two positions and create
your own shot you can have a
very good NBA career. That’s
why he said the kid is going to
be an all-star.”
(You can read/see Amy

Fadool Kane’s work at NBC-
sportsphiladephia.com.)

----------------------
West Virginia transfer Oscar

Tshiebwe was scheduled to
start practice with coach
John Calipari’s team this
week. Calipari’s only regret —
he is not eligible to play and
add his physical presence to
the team now.
“When I see him and his

body and his toughness and
his -– I’m like, ‘Is there any

way? Is that transfer rule im-
mediately? Can we do that
now? Can he come and play
now?’” Calipari said.
“But he’ll start practicing

and we’ll get a chance to see
where he is. It’ll be good for
these kids to have to go
against him every day just be-
cause of physicality and ath-
leticism and quickness to the
ball and all of that stuff.”
Kentucky native Anna

Maria Tarullo is sports direc-
tor at WOWK 13 News in
Charleston, W.V. and said UK
is “already stacking up wins
for next year” with Tshiebwe
on the roster. 
“He’s a front-court presence

who can play facing the bas-
ket. He will draw defenses in
on him and create shots and
rhythm for other players. He’s
got a bigger build and is more
physical than players Cal has
had,” she said. “He goes back
to a guy like Karl-Anthony
Towns with his size and
strength. 
“And if you are not making

3-point shots, he’s going to
rebound. He’s going to be
tremendous and playing for
Cal should be great for him.”

----------------------
Any time he gets a chance

to watch the University of
Kentucky play basketball,
Scott Padgett watches the
team he helped win the 1998
national championship.
Padgett is in his first season

as an assistant coach at New
Mexico after he was head
coach at Samford from 2014-
20.
He admits not being a head

coach is “different” for him.
“For six years you were

making the schedule, calling
the meetings, going every-
where. Now I am looking at
the phone waiting for calls to
tell me what to do,” Padgett
said. “I would love to be a
head coach again but right
now it is kind of nice just to
focus on basketball and help-
ing guys get better because
the last year at Samford was
rough.”
Padgett says he’s learned a

lot that he didn’t know when
he became a head coach even
though he was a graduate as-
sistant one year under John
Calipari at UK and was an as-
sistant coach for two years at
both Manhattan and Sam-
ford. He spent seven years in
the NBA and played in 448
games before starting his
coaching career.
“You never stop learning,”

Padgett said. “I really had
been in this business for only
four years when I got my first
head job. If I knew what I
know now maybe things
would have been a lot differ-
ent and hopefully there will be
a time I get a chance to be a
head coach again and use all
I have learned.”

Vince Marrow spends a lot
of time recruiting for the Ken-
tucky football team but if you
are a Lexington Catholic boys
basketball game the rest of
this year or the next two sea-
sons odds are you might see
the UK associate head coach
there.
His brother’s grandson, 6-8

John McCrear, is now living
with Marrow and played his
first game for Catholic last
week at Lincoln County. Mc-
Crear transferred from Ypsi
Prep Academy in Michigan
where he played with Emoni
Bates, the No. 1 rated player
in the 2022 recruiting class. 
Marrow’s daughter, Yanna,

attended Lexington Catholic
but an endorsement from for-
mer UK assistant basketball
coach Kenny Payne helped
seal the deal. Payne’s son,
Zan, played at Catholic for
coach Brandon Salsman.
“Kenny just told me it was a

great school and great place
to play basketball,” Marrow
said. “I respect what he says
a lot. At Lexington Catholic he
will be more than just a bas-
ketball player and will have a
chance to grow as a young
man.
Marrow likes the potential

McCrear has and expects him
to keep growing. Marrow has
coaches calling him already
wanting McCrear on their
summer teams. 
“It’s kind of different for me

to have coaches sort of re-
cruiting me,” Marrow laughed
and said. “We were actually
going to make this move with
him last year but as a family
we decided now was the time
to do it.
“He loves being in the Big

Blue Nation. I am really ex-
cited about his future and
what he will be doing.”
----------------------
Before her team opened the

season Kentucky softball
coach Rachel Lawson made it
clear how impressed she was
with freshman shortstop Erin
Coffel.
“She is outstanding. Physi-

cally, she is not your typical
offensive player. She is also
an outstanding infielder,”
Lawson said. “She has been
preparing her whole life to
play SEC softball.
“She gets in the (batter’s)

box and makes adjustments
like a veteran. I have not seen
a hitter this good, this young
in a long time. She will make
a big immediate impact.”
Lawson certainly was right.

In UK’s opening doubleheader
last week at Samford, Coffel
homered in the first game and
went 6-for-8 in the two games
and drove in four runs and
scored three runs in UK’s
sweep. She came back in
game three to go 2-for-4 at
the plate, scored a run and
drove in another run. 

Maxey quickly made believers out of Philadelphia fans

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

STAFF REPORT
A new club has flown into

town in the form of nine local
disc golfers with a mission of
educating folks about the rap-
idly growing sport.
The club gathered at the

new Lion's Club building last
week to smooth out details for
upcoming events this year.
Founding member Kevin
Maxfield said the future looks
brighter than ever, as more
folks become interested and
involved in the game right

here in Marion. 
The sport gained steam lo-

cally with the creation of a
nine-hole disc golf course at
Marion City-County Park.
Future events planned by

the disc golf club include six
tournaments scheduled
throughout the year, and
doubles league play beginning
in April. There are also sched-
uled maintenance days in-
volving those individuals in
the club that Maxfield says
are required to keep the

course "up to par.” 
Maxfield says that while

part of the club's priority is fo-
cused on expanding the sport
into the community, members
also want to raise interest
among youth in the county.
In order to do so, the club has
decided to introduce a throw-
ing clinic, teaching  both new
and advanced players the dif-
ferent grips and throwing
techniques involved in disc
golf. 

Maxfield will be leading the
clinic and says the under-
standing and mastery of cor-
rectly throwing a disc can
greatly improve a player's
game and offer diverse op-
tions in maneuvering the disc
to the basket with greater ef-
ficiency. The first throwing
clinic will take place at 11
a.m., Sunday, Feb. 28 at the
Lions Club Building at the
Crittenden County Fair-
grounds.

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lady Rocket Coach Shannon Hodge is now tasked with getting
team ready for district play.

Disc golf club flys into town, plans clinic



Last week was a busy
week in the House of
Representatives with a
number of bills being
presented in committee
and having a vote on the
House floor. In this
week’s update I will focus
on two bills on which I
voted no, and one bill
presented in committee.

Senate Bill 120 (SB-
120) was the bill ad-
dressing Historical Horse
Racing (HHR).  HHR
came to Kentucky about
10 years ago by approval
of the Horse Racing Com-
mission after the General
Assembly year after year
chose not to approve ad-
ditional gambling of any
type in Kentucky.  HHR
takes place on a slot  ma-
chine when the gambler
wagers on a race that has
already been run.
Shortly after approving
HHR, the Horse Racing
Commission took itself to
court to seek the blessing
of the court that HHR
was legal.

The Circuit Court ruled
HHR was legal, but the
Family Foundation sub-
sequently appealed the
decision and after being
in the court system for
ten years, the Kentucky
Supreme Court ruled
unanimously that HHR
was illegal.  The Supreme
Court decision did not
specifically address the
constitutionality of HHR,
but rather focused on the
definition of pari-mutuel
which is the form of bet-
ting at horse tracks
themselves and suppos-
edly also on HHR ma-
chines.  Pari-mutuel
wagering had never been

explicitly defined in Ken-
tucky law (even though it
was in effect at all Ken-
tucky tracks), but
Meriam-Webster defines
pari-mutuel as “a betting
pool in which
those who bet
on competi-
tors finishing
in the first
three places
share the
total amount
bet minus a
per cen tage
for the man-
a g e m e n t . ”
Clearly the HHR slotma-
chines did not do that.

In an effort to get
around the Supreme
Court’s ruling, SB-120
redefined pari-mutuel as
any method approved by
the Horse Racing Com-
mission. To me, this
made about as much
sense as redefining water
as any liquid the legisla-
ture wanted it to be.

The Kentucky Center
for economic policy noted
that HHR is on track for
over a $3 billion handle
(the amount wagered)
this year alone.  Ken-
tucky’s tax on these slot
machines is 1.5 percent
of the handle.  Other
money goes to the horse
racing industry to sup-
port the purses (the
amount paid out to the
top finishers of a particu-
lar race), other industry
endeavors and profit.

The argument in favor
of SB-120 was economic;
thousands of people
would lose their jobs and
horse racing, Kentucky’s
“signature industry,”
would move to other

states if HHR was not al-
lowed. I was certainly
sympathetic to those who
might lose their jobs, but
the fact was that the
horse racing industry
had itself gambled on the
legality of the slot ma-
chines and lost the gam-
ble. I was not in favor of
the corporate bailout that
would retroactively make
this type of gambling
legal and let the corpora-
tions keep their profit.
Would Churchill Downs,
Keenland and the other
Kentucky tracks repay
people for money they
lost on a gamble?  I think
not.

There were impas-
sioned floor speeches on
both sides of the issue,
and as I said, I voted No.
Ultimately, though, the
House passed SB-120.
Since the House ap-
proved the bill without
changing anything the
Senate had already ap-
proved, SB-120 has been
sent to the Governor for
his action. Should he
sign it as I anticipate, the
bill would become law.
My suspicion, however, is
that HHR will once again
end up in court.

House Bill 7 (HB-7)
would create an advisory
council which will result
in a Recovery Ready Cer-
tification for Kentucky
communities.  The coun-
cil will be tasked with
coming up with stan-
dards for communities
looking to help those re-
covering from substance
abuse and to provide
guidance to communities
in developing a recovery-
ready ecosystem. The

theory is that by putting
this council in place,
state and local govern-
ments can work together
to get the most out of
every resource invested
into recovery.

The legislature has
tried similar activities in
the past.  One such was
developing a Work Ready
Communities program.
Although I have seen
many Work Ready Com-
munity signs across the
Commonwealth, I have
not seen any positive ef-
fect in bringing jobs to a
community due to the
designation of a commu-
nity being work ready.
Therefore as I said ear-
lier, I voted No. The bill
did pass the House,
though, and has been
sent to the Senate for its
consideration.

House Bill 360 is a bill
I filed to direct that any
individual or business
penalized by business li-
cense restrictions or fines
under the Governor's
emergency response to
the COVID-19 pandemic
shall have their license
restored and fines re-
funded.  With a handful
of executive orders, the
Governor put thousands
of Kentuckians out-of-
work and caused many
business to struggle to
barely stay afloat.  I be-
lieve it is imperative that
some action be taken to
recognize that people try-
ing to stay in business
during this pandemic
should not be further pe-
nalized simply because
they tried to keep their
business open.  I pre-
sented HB-360 in com-

mittee where it passed.
It has now been sent to
the full House where I
hope it will be heard and
voted upon.

As always, thank you
for reading my updates
and thank you for con-
tacting me with your con-
cerns and thoughtful
suggestions. It is a privi-
lege to represent you in
the Kentucky House of
Representatives and your
input helps me make de-
cisions that best repre-

sent the views of the
Fourth District. I may be
reached through the toll-
free message line in
Frankfort at 800- 372-
7181, directly at 502-
564- 8100, by visiting the
Kentucky Legislature
Home page at legisla-
ture.ky.gov and clicking
on the Legislature button
and then the contact a
member link, or by mail
to the Capitol Annex –
Frankfort, KY 40601.
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Through icy road con-
ditions and frigid tem-
peratures, the Kentucky
General Assembly com-
pleted another three days
of legislative business in
Frankfort. I hope you
have remained safe dur-
ing the winter weather
that’s rolled into the
Bluegrass recently. Join
me in taking a moment to
thank the fantastic folks
who have braved it to
keep our lights on and
our roads clear.

Budget discussions re-
main ongo-
ing and key
legislation to
a d d r e s s
challenges
facing our
state is con-
tinuing to
a d v a n c e
through the
leg is la t ive
process here
in Frankfort.
Several pri-
ority measures have al-
ready passed this
session, including Senate
Bills (SB) 1 and 2 and
House Bills (HB) 1, 2, 3,
and 5.

Another priority bill
came one step closer to
joining that list this week
after it cleared a Senate
committee with approval.

Senate Bill 5 aims to
reassure many sectors of
our society as they con-
tinue to navigate in the
era of COVID-19. It
would provide liability
protection for everyone
who owns, leases or con-
trols premises that the
public enters to obtain
goods or services or to
conduct activities. If

passed, public and pri-
vate schools, churches,
entertainment/sports
venues, government
agencies, homeowners
and more would be pro-
vided liability protection.
SB 5, however, would not
protect any business or
other organization that
acts grossly, negligently
or with malice regarding
safety requirements.

The bill outlines serv-
ices that may prove es-
sential during a given
state of emergency. We
have all gained a greater
appreciation for the vari-
ous sectors in our society
that are essential, even if
only to an individual re-
liant on them. Parents
have struggled to balance
the need for childcare
and work to provide for
their families. Students
have felt the negative im-
pacts of virtual learning
compared to their full in-
person learning experi-
ence at school. Business
owners and employees
have experienced the
stresses of meeting safety
guidelines while still
earning enough to keep
doors open and bills
paid. Under SB 5, those
individuals and busi-
nesses providing services
would be protected from
liability during a formal
state of emergency and
for a year after the emer-
gency is declared.

Additional legislation
receiving passage in the
Senate included:

•Senate Bill 12 pre-
serves the nonprofit na-
ture of eye tissue
donation by prohibiting
for-profit entities from

procuring any eye,
cornea, eye tissue or
corneal tissue. It ensures
that a person may not,
for valuable considera-
tion, knowingly pur-
chase, sell, transfer, or
offer to buy, sell or trans-
fer any human organ for
transplantation or ther-
apy.

•Senate Bill 16 updates
the Colon Cancer Screen-
ing Program with its fund
and advisory committee
to include "and Preven-
tion" in the title. It re-
quires funds from the
sale of special cancer
prevention license plates
to be directed to the pro-
gram fund and used
solely for colon cancer
screening and preven-
tion. The bill also up-
dates the membership of
the program's advisory
committee. It requires
the Department for Med-
icaid Services to present
statistics on cancer serv-
ices related to colorectal
cancer annually and
upon request.

Kentucky has done an
excellent job in recent
years on the cancer
screening and prevention
front. We were once
ranked 49th in this area
and have reached a rank-
ing as high as 17th. We
currently rank about
22nd. More work is left to
do in our ongoing fight
against cancer, but I am
pleased that we are re-
strategizing our efforts
through improved legis-
lation such as this. 

•Senate Bill 29 pro-
vides Kentucky's Attor-
ney General,
Commonwealth Attor-

neys and County Attor-
neys security against fi-
nancial liability resulting
from their sworn duties'
performance to prose-
cute state law. Losses
would be compensated
by funds appropriated to
the Finance & Adminis-
tration Cabinet.

•Senate Bill 36 re-
moves the automatic
transfer of a child from a
district court to a circuit
court to be tried as an
adult in cases involving
the use of firearms. The
bill brings juvenile cases
involving a gun in align-
ment with the standards
applied to any other juve-
nile case. It would re-
quire the district court to
consider whether or not
the child has a severe in-
tellectual disability, as
well.

•Senate Bill 73 extends
the timeline for action for
the Kentucky Commis-
sion on Human Rights in
cases before them. Cur-
rently, the commission is
struggling with caseloads
that staffing levels are
not fully able to manage.

•Senate Bill 74 re-
names the current Office
on Alzheimer's Disease
and Related Disorders to
the Office of Dementia
Services. The bill serves
to elevate dementia-re-
lated services within the
Cabinet for Health and
Family Services (CHFS).
Additionally, it updates
the membership and du-
ties of the Alzheimer's
Disease and Related Dis-
orders Advisory Council.
SB 74 establishes a De-
mentia Coordinator posi-
tion that will help refresh

the state health plan
every four years to im-
prove diagnosis and
treatment of dementia
and help apply for federal
grants that can be used
to treat dementia.

•Senate Bill 80
strengthens oversight of
peace officers who con-
duct themselves in a
criminal or unprofes-
sional way by easing a
council’s ability to revoke
certification. The bill also
puts in place hiring pro-
cedures that will help en-
sure an officer avoids
consequences by leaving
one agency to work for
another.

•Senate Bill 84 pro-
vides women in state cor-
rectional facilities who
are pregnant with an un-
derstanding of the com-
munity-based resources
available to them by con-
necting them with social
workers to help in a
child's placement. This
bill ends placing preg-
nant inmates, or those
within six weeks of deliv-
ery of the child, in soli-
tary confinement. I
consider this a pro-life
measure. We must keep
the best interest of an in-
nocent child in mind.

•Tuesday evening, the
Senate took up the sub-
ject of Historical Horse
Racing (Senate Bill 120).
This was the first time
since the lottery was ap-
proved that the Legisla-
ture has officially taken a
vote to expand gambling
in Kentucky, even
though the racetracks
have been offering his-
torical horse racing for
over 10 years under the

mistaken approval of the
Racing Commission.

SB 120 passed 23-15.
I voted “no” on the bill
because I think it is bad
public policy for the gov-
ernment to give a select
few organizations an ex-
clusive license to operate
a lucrative business,
which no other business
has the right to compete
in that business.  Addi-
tionally, this business
brings with it social costs
that become an obstacle
to some of our state’s cit-
izens succeeding in life.

This issue was framed
by the proponents as “for
or against” horse racing
issue.  I saw it as a public
policy issue and so did
50 percent of the Senate
Republican Caucus.  I
support the horse racing
industry and am thank-
ful for the jobs and agri-
cultural opportunities
that it creates.  I will con-
tinue, as I have for the
last four years, to sup-
port the industry’s ability
to operate via classic
pari-mutuel betting.

I understand that there
are some who normally
agree with me that may
disagree with me on this
vote.  I am confident that
we can agree on future
issues that lay ahead for
our state and commu-
nity.

Senator Mills (R-Hen-
derson) represents the
4st District, which in-
cludes Caldwell and Liv-
ingston counties. You can
reach him at 800-372-
7181 or by email at
Robby.Mills@LRC.ky.gov.

Robby
MILLS
KY STATE SENATE

Guest
Commentary

Lynn
BECHLER
KY STATE HOUSE

Guest
Commentary

Senate considering COVID liability protection

Horse racing legalities awaiting governor action

Judge declares
county emergency

Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom has declared a
State of Emergency due
to the winter storm
wreaking havoc on the
county this week.

In his declaration, the
judge activated all local
agencies and put person-
nel on call for response to
the storm and frigid
weather.

The county deployed
nine pieces of snow-plow-
ing equipment on the
roads early this week to
remove snow and im-
prove travel. 

The declaration also al-
lows the county to seek
state funds to help pay
for overtime and other re-
sources in fighting the
winter storm.



Gov. Andy Beshear up-
dated Kentuckians this
week on COVID-19 vaccine
progress and announced
child care workers now will
be included in phase 1B.
They can sign up anywhere
in the commonwealth cur-
rently offering vaccinations.
However, vaccine clinics

were largely put on hold this
week due to the winter
storm that blanketed the
state.
COVID-19 vaccination

clinics planned at Glenn's
Pharmacies in Marion and
Salem were cancelled this
week due to hazardous con-
ditions associated with the
snowfall. The pharmacy is
among a handful of inde-
pendent Kentucky pharma-
cies expecting to receive
vaccine weekly for the fore-
seeable future.
People who had appoint-

ments this week should
show up at the same time
and location on Monday at
Crittenden Community Hos-
pital and Tuesday at Glenn's
Prescription Center in
Salem.
Pharmacist Tashena Hill

encourages everyone inter-
ested in getting an appoint-

ment for a vaccine to call ei-
ther of the pharmacies or
register online at
www.glennspharmacies.com.  
A vaccination question-

naire will be in every copy of
The Early Bird Tuesday,
Feb. 23. Hill encourages
everyone who wishes to ob-
tain a COVID-19 vaccine to
complete the questionnaire
and take it with them to their
appointment.
Vaccine clinics at health

departments were also can-
celed early this week.
The governor said the

state has had five weeks of
declining cases for the first
time since the pandemic
begin in March of last year.
Locally, also due to the

winter storm, new cases
have not been updated on
databases since late last
week.
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                                  Confirmed              Currently in                Currently            Recovered                      
County                      Cases Ever           Home Isolation        Hospitalized              Cases                   Deaths
Caldwell            1,093                   --                      5                   --                  23
Crittenden           580                    --                      2                   --                  20
Livingston           699                    --                      1                   --                  17
Lyon                    508                    --                      0                   --                  13
Trigg                  1,051                   --                      5                   --                   8
                                                      Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

FIVE-COUNTY AREA
Most info in this graphic current as of Feb.12.     No case updates this week.

Clinics snowed out, cases fall statewide
REGIONAL VACCINE LOCATIONS
HEALTH DEPARTMENTS
Caldwell 270-365-6571
Crittenden 270-965-5215
Livingston 270-928-2193
Lyon 270-388-9763 
Trigg 270-522-8121
REGIONAL SITES

Hopkinsville 270-887-4160
Paducah 866-624-0366

Madisonville  270-825-6637
Murray State University

CFSB Center
270-753-3381

Colorful
Contribution
H&H Home and Hard-
ware chose the Crit-
tenden County School
District Backpack Pro-
gram as the recipient
of its silent auction
proceeds. FRYSC co-
ordinator Crystal West-
moland is pictured
here with H&H's
Shanna West, both
holding the prized
painting made with col-
ors mixed at their paint
counter. West said the
canvas was originally
for wiping off fingers
after mixing paint. As it
began to take form,
she said it was made
to look like a rooster.
Someone bought it at
auction for $500.

Every family has at
least one mystery — an
intriguing person, a pos-
sible connection to some-
one famous, or maybe
even someone infamous
and you can watch a tel-
evision program on the
subject matter Saturday,
Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m., on
WPSD-TV.
The Kentucky Histori-

cal Society (KHS) is
launching a new show,

Kentucky Ancestors
Town Hall, set to pre-
miere on the state’s
major television markets
featuring host Renee
Shaw. The premiere
episode airs in February
and will tell Kentucky’s
story, one family at a
time.
A program centered on

genealogy discovery,
Kentucky Ancestors
Town Hall digs into the

roots of Kentucky’s fam-
ily tree to answer big
questions that have
eluded families for gener-
ations. By making con-
nections between family
folklore and the existing
historical record, the
KHS team investigates a
series of mysteries rooted
in Kentucky genealogy
and reveals the findings
in a live presentation. 

BY KAYLA MAXFIELD
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS
Salem Garden Club

has announced plans for
its third annual online
auction where all pro-
ceeds will go to the
group’s Crittenden-Liv-
ingston Scholarship
Fund. 
The auction will be lo-

cated on the group’s
Facebook event page and
bidding starts at noon on
Wednesday, March 17
and runs through noon
on Wednesday, March
24. 
Scholarship applica-

tions are open to any
2021 graduate who

wishes to further his ed-
ucation in agriculture,
agribusiness, animal sci-
ence or horticulture.
Students are also eligible
if they took at least one
agr icu l tura l - r e la ted
course in high school, or
were an active member
of FFA, 4-H or one of the
school's greenhouses. 
Salem Garden Club

member Shannon Blaize
says it is important to
pour into our communi-
ties through children
and she is excited to see
the outcome of this
year's auction.
In 2019 the club

awarded two students

with scholarships and in
2020 it picked four stu-
dents for financial assis-
tance. Blaize says the
club is hoping to reward
five or more students
this year with a scholar-
ship. Any student who
would like to apply can
pick up an application
from their school’s guid-
ance counselor. The ap-
plication must be turned
in no later than April 15. 
Blaize also says the

club will be receiving do-
nated goods to be in-
cluded in the auction
and will accept monetary
donations at Harris Gas
in Salem until March 15. 

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden Circuit

Court was held exclu-
sively online last week
due, not the pandemic,
but weather and road
conditions.
While a number of

cases were continued
until next month, Judge
Rene Williams heard tes-
timony in two probation
revocation cases, sending
one man to prison and
letting a woman out of
jail. 
The following cases

were heard last Thursday
in the regular monthly
session of Circuit Court.
Probation was revoked

for Timmy Phillips, 41,
who was charged with
DUI and allegedly bran-
dishing a shotgun during
a confrontation with
some neighbors in Tolu
on Jan. 28.
During a probation rev-

ocation hearing, Phillips
testified that he has
pleaded not guilty to a
number of charges stem-
ming from a sheriff’s de-
partment investigation
on the day in question.
He told the court that he
did not own a gun and
had not been in posses-
sion of one during the al-
leged confrontation. 
Phillips was on proba-

tion for a 2019 conviction

for setting fire to a pickup
truck in Tolu, which was
driven by another man
who witnesses said he’d
threatened to kill. Court
records say that wit-
nesses watched Phillips
pour kerosene on the
truck and ignite it with a
lighter while the victim,
who was not harmed,
was inside.
In the new incident,

neighbors reported to law
enforcement that Phillips
had threatened them
with a shotgun. They
called police and when
Sheriff’s Deputy Rick
Mills arrived he observed
Phillips driving reck-
lessly. The deputy’s re-
port says he stopped the
vehicle Phillips was driv-
ing and smelled alcohol
on the suspect. He
charged Phillips with DUI
and other charges.
Phillips refused a breath-
alyzer test. In addition to
DUI, Phillips faces
charges of driving on a
suspended license, disor-
derly conduct, improper
start from a parked posi-
tion, wanton endanger-
ment, terroristic
threatening, alcohol in-
toxication and reckless

driving in two cases asso-
ciated with the complaint
late last month. 
Phillips had been sen-

tenced to five years in the
2019 case. Judge Rene
Williams revoked his pro-
bation in that case based
on the new charges,
found Phillips to be a
threat to the community
and re-sentenced him to
five years. He is sched-
uled for a pretrial confer-
ence on some of the new
charges on April 14 in
Crittenden Circuit Court.
•Lisa Smalley, 50, of

Clay was sanctioned by
the court, but her proba-
tion was not revoked fol-
lowing a hearing on the
matter. A probation offi-
cer testified that Smalley,
who was convicted in
2010 for providing inac-
curate information in
order to obtain govern-
ment benefits, had
changed addresses with-
out notifying her proba-
tion officer in
Madisonville. Smalley
spent more than a month
in jail after being arrested
on the violation in early
January.  She was cred-
ited for time served and
released and ordered to
reaffirm her payments for
restitution in the 2010
conviction. 

Circuit Court 

Tolu man’s probation revoked for
allegedly driving while intoxicated

Logan Martin, 11, was helping some of his family shovel snow
in front of businesses in Marion Monday as Mother Nature
blasted the community with a significant winter storm.
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